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EXHIBIT 1
SAN RAMON VALLEY UNIF SCH DIST REVISED FUNDING COMMITMENT DECISION LETTER



October 1, 2018

Revised Funding Commitment Decision Letter
Funding Year 2018

Contact Information:
Greg Pitzer
SAN RAMON VALLEY UNIF SCH DIST
699 OLD ORCHARD DR
DANVILLE, CA 94526
gpitzer@srvusd.net

BEN: 144183
Post Commitment Wave: 8

Totals

Original Commitment Amount $0.00

Revised Commitment Amount $0.00

What is in this letter?
Thank you for submitting your post-commitment request for Funding Year 2018 Schools and
Libraries Program (E-rate) funding. Attached to this letter, you will find the revised funding statuses
and/or post commitment changes to the original Funding Commitment Decision Letter (FCDL) you
received. Below are the changes that were made:

• Appeals

• Appeals

• Appeals

The Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) is providing this information to both the
applicant(s) and the service provider(s) so that all parties are aware of the post-commitment changes
related to their funding requests and can work together to complete the funding process for these
requests.

Next Steps
1. File the FCC Form 486, Service Confirmation and Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA)

Certification Form, for any FRNs included in this RFCDL, if you have not already done so. Please

review the CIPA requirements and file the form(s).
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o If USAC approved funding on an FRN in your original FCDL, the deadline to submit the

FCC Form 486 is 120 days from the date of the original FCDL or from the service start date

(whichever is later).

o If a new FRN was created for this RFCDL or funding was not approved on an FRN in your

original FCDL but is approved in this RFCDL, the deadline to submit the FCC Form 486 is

120 days from the date of this RFCDL or from the service start date (whichever is later).

2. Invoice USAC, if you or your service provider have not already done so. Work with your service

provider(s) to determine if your bills will be discounted or if you will request reimbursement from USAC

after paying your bills in full.

• If you (the applicant) are invoicing USAC: You must pay your service provider(s) the

full cost for the services you receive and file the FCC Form 472, the Billed Entity Applicant

Reimbursement (BEAR) Form, to invoice USAC for reimbursement of the discounted amount.

• If your service provider(s) is invoicing USAC: The service provider(s) must provide services,

bill the applicant for the non-discounted share, and file the FCC Form 474, the Service Provider

Invoice (SPI) form, to invoice USAC for reimbursement for the discounted portion of costs.

Every funding year, service providers must file an FCC Form 473, the Service Provider Annual

Certification Form, to be able to submit invoices and to receive disbursements.

• To receive an invoice deadline extension, the applicant or service provider must request an

extension on or before the last date to invoice. If you anticipate, for any reason, that invoices

cannot be filed on time, USAC will grant a one-time, 120-day invoice deadline extension if

timely requested.

How to Appeal or Request a Waiver of a Decision
You can appeal or request a waiver of a decision in this letter within 60 calendar days of the date of this
letter. Failure to meet this deadline will result in an automatic dismissal of your appeal or waiver request.

Note: The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) will not accept appeals of USAC decisions that
have not first been appealed to USAC. However, if you are seeking a waiver of E-rate program rules, you
must submit your request to the FCC and not to USAC. USAC is not able to waive the E-rate program
rules.

• To submit your appeal to USAC, visit the Appeals section in the E-rate Productivity Center (EPC)

and provide the required information. USAC will reply to your appeal submissions to confirm receipt.

Visit USAC’s website for additional information on submitting an appeal to USAC, including step-by-

step instructions.

• To request a waiver of the FCC’s rules or appeal USAC’s appeal decision, please submit

it to the FCC in proceeding number CC Docket No. 02-6 using the Electronic Comment Filing

System (ECFS). Include your contact information, a statement that your filing is a waiver request,
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http://usac.org/sl/applicants/step06/form-472-filing.aspx
http://usac.org/sl/service-providers/step05/474-filing.aspx
http://usac.org/sl/service-providers/step03/473-filing.aspx
https://portal.usac.org/suite/
http://usac.org/about/about/program-integrity/appeals.aspx
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/filings
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/filings
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identifying information, the FCC rule(s) for which you are seeking a waiver, a full description of the

relevant facts that you believe support your waiver request and any related relief, and any supporting

documentation.

For appeals to USAC or to the FCC, be sure to keep a copy of your entire appeal, including any
correspondence and documentation, and provide a copy to the affected service provider(s).

Obligation to Pay Non-Discount Portion
Applicants are required to pay the non-discount portion of the cost of the eligible products and/or services
to their service providers. Service providers are required to bill applicants for the non-discount portion
of costs for the eligible products and/or services. The FCC stated that requiring applicants to pay the
non-discounted share of costs ensures efficiency and accountability in the program. If using the BEAR
invoicing method, the applicant must pay the service provider in full (the non-discount plus discount
portion) before seeking reimbursement from USAC. If using the SPI invoicing method, the service
provider must first bill the applicant before invoicing USAC.

Notice on Rules and Funds Availability
The applicants’ receipt of funding commitments is contingent on their compliance with all statutory,
regulatory, and procedural requirements of the Schools and Libraries Program and the FCC’s rules.
Applicants who have received funding commitments continue to be subject to audits and other reviews
that USAC and/or the FCC may undertake periodically to assure that funds that have been committed are
being used in accordance with such requirements. USAC may be required to reduce or cancel funding
commitments that were not issued in accordance with such requirements, whether due to action or
inaction, including but not limited to that by USAC, the applicant, or the service provider. USAC, and other
appropriate authorities (including but not limited to the FCC), may pursue enforcement actions and other
means of recourse to collect improperly disbursed funds.

October 1, 2018 Revised 3



BEN Name: SAN RAMON VALLEY UNIF SCH DIST

BEN: 144183

Post Commitment Wave: 8

Revised Funding Commitment Decision Overview
Funding Year 2018

Funding
Request
Number (FRN)

Service Provider
Name

Request Type
Revised
Committed

Review Status

1899067688
Digital Design

Communications
Appeals $0.00 Denied

1899067716
Digital Design

Communications
Appeals $0.00 Denied

1899067743
Digital Design

Communications
Appeals $0.00 Denied
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Post Commitment Request Number:

122830

Post Commitment Request Type:

Appeals

Post Commitment Decision:

Denied

FRN:

1899067688

Service Type:

Internal Connections

Original Status:

Denied

Revised Status:

Denied

FCC Form 471: 181035231

Dollars Committed

Monthly Cost One-Time Cost

Months of Service 12

Total Eligible Recurring Charges $0.00 Total Eligible One Time Charges $15,686.06

Total Pre-Discount Charges $15,686.06

Discount Rate 40.00%

Revised Committed Amount $0.00

Dates

Service Start Date 7/1/2018

Contract Expiration Date 9/30/2019

Contract Award Date 3/16/2018

Service Delivery Deadline

Expiration Date (All Extensions)

Service Provider and Contract Information

Service Provider
Digital Design

Communications

SPIN (498ID) 143026591

Contract Number

Account Number

Establishing FCC Form 470 180014601

Consultant Information

Consultant Name Scott Harken

Consultant's Employer CSM Consulting Inc.

CRN 16043564

Revised Funding Commitment Decision Comments:

Post Commitment Rationale:

USAC denied your Funding Request Number (FRN) because the description of the products and services on the

cited FCC Form 470 180014601 for all of the products and/or services in the FRN 1899067688 contains a particular

manufacturer’s name, brand, products and/or services without also specifying or equivalent. This is a competitive

bidding violation because there is no indication that FCC Form 470/RFP is also allowing a service provider to submit

a bid for equivalent products and/or services. This undermines the competitive bidding process by eliminating the

opportunity for the applicant to purchase an equivalent or better product that may be less expensive or to choose

a less expensive service provider. In your appeal, you have not shown that USAC's determination was incorrect.

Consequently, USAC denies your appeal. FCC rules require applicants to submit a complete description of the
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services they seek so that it may be posted for competing service providers to evaluate and this application must

describe the services that the schools and libraries seek to purchase in sufficient detail to enable potential providers

to formulate bids. See Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45, Report and Order,

12 FCC Rcd 8776, 9076, and 9078-79, FCC 97-157 para. 575 (rel. May 8, 1997). Additionally, FCC rules require

that, except under limited circumstances, an eligible school, library or consortium that includes an eligible school or

library shall seek competitive bids for all services eligible for support and must conduct a fair and open competitive

bidding process. See 47 C.F.R. sec. 54.503(a) and (b). When an applicant includes a manufacturer’s name or brand

for its description of requested services on the FCC Form 470, there is a risk of compromising the competitive bidding

process for services requested. The FCC has clarified that, for FCC Form 470s or RFPs posted for Funding Year

2013 or thereafter, applicants must not include the manufacturer’s name or brand on their FCC Form 470 or in their

RFPs unless they also use the words or equivalent to describe the requested product or service. Such a description

(or equivalent) will prevent the FCC Form 470 or RFPs from being construed as requiring only a specific product

or service provider, which could undermine the competitive bidding process by eliminating the opportunity for the

applicant to purchase an equivalent or better product that may be less expensive or to choose a less expensive

service provider. See Request for Review of a Decision of the Universal Service Administrator by Queen of Peace

High School, Burbank, Illinois, Schools and Libraries Universal Service Support Mechanism, File No. SLD-667006,

CC Docket No. 02-6, Order, DA 11-1991 (rel. December 7, 2011).   
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Post Commitment Request Number:

122830

Post Commitment Request Type:

Appeals

Post Commitment Decision:

Denied

FRN:

1899067716

Service Type:

Internal Connections

Original Status:

Denied

Revised Status:

Denied

FCC Form 471: 181035231

Dollars Committed

Monthly Cost One-Time Cost

Months of Service 12

Total Eligible Recurring Charges $0.00 Total Eligible One Time Charges $11,088.00

Total Pre-Discount Charges $11,088.00

Discount Rate 40.00%

Revised Committed Amount $0.00

Dates

Service Start Date 7/1/2018

Contract Expiration Date 9/30/2019

Contract Award Date 3/16/2018

Service Delivery Deadline

Expiration Date (All Extensions)

Service Provider and Contract Information

Service Provider
Digital Design

Communications

SPIN (498ID) 143026591

Contract Number

Account Number

Establishing FCC Form 470 180014601

Consultant Information

Consultant Name Scott Harken

Consultant's Employer CSM Consulting Inc.

CRN 16043564

Revised Funding Commitment Decision Comments:

Post Commitment Rationale:

USAC denied your Funding Request Number (FRN) because the description of the products and services on the

cited FCC Form 470 180014601 for all of the products and/or services in the FRN 1899067716 contains a particular

manufacturer’s name, brand, products and/or services without also specifying or equivalent. This is a competitive

bidding violation because there is no indication that FCC Form 470/RFP is also allowing a service provider to submit

a bid for equivalent products and/or services. This undermines the competitive bidding process by eliminating the

opportunity for the applicant to purchase an equivalent or better product that may be less expensive or to choose

a less expensive service provider. In your appeal, you have not shown that USAC's determination was incorrect.

Consequently, USAC denies your appeal. FCC rules require applicants to submit a complete description of the
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services they seek so that it may be posted for competing service providers to evaluate and this application must

describe the services that the schools and libraries seek to purchase in sufficient detail to enable potential providers

to formulate bids. See Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45, Report and Order,

12 FCC Rcd 8776, 9076, and 9078-79, FCC 97-157 para. 575 (rel. May 8, 1997). Additionally, FCC rules require

that, except under limited circumstances, an eligible school, library or consortium that includes an eligible school or

library shall seek competitive bids for all services eligible for support and must conduct a fair and open competitive

bidding process. See 47 C.F.R. sec. 54.503(a) and (b). When an applicant includes a manufacturer’s name or brand

for its description of requested services on the FCC Form 470, there is a risk of compromising the competitive bidding

process for services requested. The FCC has clarified that, for FCC Form 470s or RFPs posted for Funding Year

2013 or thereafter, applicants must not include the manufacturer’s name or brand on their FCC Form 470 or in their

RFPs unless they also use the words or equivalent to describe the requested product or service. Such a description

(or equivalent) will prevent the FCC Form 470 or RFPs from being construed as requiring only a specific product

or service provider, which could undermine the competitive bidding process by eliminating the opportunity for the

applicant to purchase an equivalent or better product that may be less expensive or to choose a less expensive

service provider. See Request for Review of a Decision of the Universal Service Administrator by Queen of Peace

High School, Burbank, Illinois, Schools and Libraries Universal Service Support Mechanism, File No. SLD-667006,

CC Docket No. 02-6, Order, DA 11-1991 (rel. December 7, 2011).   
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Post Commitment Request Number:

122830

Post Commitment Request Type:

Appeals

Post Commitment Decision:

Denied

FRN:

1899067743

Service Type:

Internal Connections

Original Status:

Denied

Revised Status:

Denied

FCC Form 471: 181035231

Dollars Committed

Monthly Cost One-Time Cost

Months of Service 12

Total Eligible Recurring Charges $0.00 Total Eligible One Time Charges $28,588.00

Total Pre-Discount Charges $28,588.00

Discount Rate 40.00%

Revised Committed Amount $0.00

Dates

Service Start Date 7/1/2018

Contract Expiration Date 9/30/2019

Contract Award Date 3/16/2018

Service Delivery Deadline

Expiration Date (All Extensions)

Service Provider and Contract Information

Service Provider
Digital Design

Communications

SPIN (498ID) 143026591

Contract Number

Account Number

Establishing FCC Form 470 180014601

Consultant Information

Consultant Name Scott Harken

Consultant's Employer CSM Consulting Inc.

CRN 16043564

Revised Funding Commitment Decision Comments:

Post Commitment Rationale:

USAC denied your Funding Request Number (FRN) because the description of the products and services on the

cited FCC Form 470 180014601 for all of the products and/or services in the FRN 1899067743 contains a particular

manufacturer’s name, brand, products and/or services without also specifying or equivalent. This is a competitive

bidding violation because there is no indication that FCC Form 470/RFP is also allowing a service provider to submit

a bid for equivalent products and/or services. This undermines the competitive bidding process by eliminating the

opportunity for the applicant to purchase an equivalent or better product that may be less expensive or to choose

a less expensive service provider. In your appeal, you have not shown that USAC's determination was incorrect.

Consequently, USAC denies your appeal. FCC rules require applicants to submit a complete description of the
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services they seek so that it may be posted for competing service providers to evaluate and this application must

describe the services that the schools and libraries seek to purchase in sufficient detail to enable potential providers

to formulate bids. See Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45, Report and Order,

12 FCC Rcd 8776, 9076, and 9078-79, FCC 97-157 para. 575 (rel. May 8, 1997). Additionally, FCC rules require

that, except under limited circumstances, an eligible school, library or consortium that includes an eligible school or

library shall seek competitive bids for all services eligible for support and must conduct a fair and open competitive

bidding process. See 47 C.F.R. sec. 54.503(a) and (b). When an applicant includes a manufacturer’s name or brand

for its description of requested services on the FCC Form 470, there is a risk of compromising the competitive bidding

process for services requested. The FCC has clarified that, for FCC Form 470s or RFPs posted for Funding Year

2013 or thereafter, applicants must not include the manufacturer’s name or brand on their FCC Form 470 or in their

RFPs unless they also use the words or equivalent to describe the requested product or service. Such a description

(or equivalent) will prevent the FCC Form 470 or RFPs from being construed as requiring only a specific product

or service provider, which could undermine the competitive bidding process by eliminating the opportunity for the

applicant to purchase an equivalent or better product that may be less expensive or to choose a less expensive

service provider. See Request for Review of a Decision of the Universal Service Administrator by Queen of Peace

High School, Burbank, Illinois, Schools and Libraries Universal Service Support Mechanism, File No. SLD-667006,

CC Docket No. 02-6, Order, DA 11-1991 (rel. December 7, 2011).   
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RFP 763 - WIRING MIDDLE SCHOOLS
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EXHIBIT 4
SRIR INQUIRY DATED JULY 12, 2018 FOR COMPETITIVE BIDDING



Competitive Bidding 

 

Issue 

 

It was determined that Form 471 # 181035231 FRN 1899067688, 1899067716 & 1899067743 will be 

denied because the RFP “RFP763 - Network Wiring Middle Schools” and “SRVUSD Data Technical 

Specifications 2018” that you have cited contains a particular manufacturer’s name, brand, product or 

service: Contractor shall be a currently registered Panduit Silver, Gold or Platinum Panduit Partner at the 

time of bid and installation, but did not include the words “or equivalent” to describe the requested 

products or services. For additional information on the competitive bidding process, please refer to the 

USAC website at: http://www.usac.org/sl/applicants/step01/default.aspx. 

 

If the FRNs should not be denied and you have alternative information, please provide the supporting 

documentation. If you would like to provide any additional explanation to support your position, type 

your explanation and attach the explanation and/or documentation into your response by using the Add 

Document button. If you agree with the proposed action, click the “Submit” button to clear this item 

from your Pending Inquiries. 

We do not agree with the determination by USAC that Form 471 # 181035231 FRN 1899067688, 

1899067716 & 1899067743 should be denied due to competitive bidding violations.  FCC Form 470 # 

180014601 and referenced RFP “RFP763 - Network Wiring Middle Schools” and “SRVUSD Data Technical 

Specifications 2018” is a request for labor and installation only.  There are no products or equipment 

being requested in either the Form 470 or RFP.  All materials are being provided by the District for the 

prospective vendors to install.   This is indicated on page 4 of “RFP763 - Network Wiring Middle 

Schools”, under INTRODUCTION, the end of the first paragraph: “Materials will be provided by the 

district”.  Therefore the words “or equivalent” are not applicable since there is not an equivalent for 

labor or installation. 
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EXHIBIT 5
SAN RAMON VALLEY UNIF SCH DIST FUNDING COMMITMENT DECISION LETTER



July 27, 2018

Funding Commitment Decision Letter
Funding Year 2018

Contact Information:
Greg Pitzer
SAN RAMON VALLEY UNIF SCH DIST
699 OLD ORCHARD DR
DANVILLE, CA 94526
gpitzer@srvusd.net

FCC Form 471: 181035231

BEN: 144183
Wave: 16
Application Nickname: SanRamonValleyUSD471F
Y2018C2- Middle Cabling

Totals

Total Committed $0.00

What is in this letter?
Thank you for submitting your application for Funding Year 2018 Schools and Libraries Program
(E-rate) funding. Attached to this letter, you will find the funding statuses for the FCC Form(s) 471,
Services Ordered and Certification Form, that you submitted and referenced above.

The Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) is providing this information to both the
applicant(s) and the service provider(s) so that all parties are aware of the post-commitment changes
related to their funding requests and can work together to complete the funding process for these
requests.

Next Steps
1. Work with your service provider(s) to determine if your bills will be discounted or if you will request

reimbursement from USAC after paying the full cost for the services you receive.

2. Review the Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA) requirements and file the FCC Form 486 (Service

Confirmation and CIPA Certification Form). The deadline to submit this form is 120 days from the

date of this letter or from the service start date (whichever is later).

http://usac.org/sl/applicants/step05/cipa.aspx
http://usac.org/sl/applicants/step05/form-486.aspx


BEN Name: SAN RAMON VALLEY UNIF SCH DIST FCC Form 471: 181035231

BEN: 144183 Wave: 16

3. Invoice USAC

• If you (the applicant) are invoicing USAC: You must pay your service provider(s) the

full cost for the services you receive and file the FCC Form 472, the Billed Entity Applicant

Reimbursement (BEAR) Form, to invoice USAC for reimbursement of the discounted amount.

• If your service provider(s) is invoicing USAC: The service provider(s) must provide

services, bill the applicant for the non-discounted share, and file the FCC Form 474, the

Service Provider Invoice (SPI) form, to invoice USAC for reimbursement for the discounted

portion of costs. Every funding year, service providers must file an FCC Form 473, the

Service Provider Annual Certification Form, to be able to submit invoices and to receive

disbursements.

• To receive an invoice deadline extension, the applicant or service provider must request

an extension on or before the last date to invoice. If you anticipate, for any reason, that

invoices cannot be filed on time, USAC will grant a one-time, 120-day invoice deadline

extension if timely requested.

How to Appeal or Request a Waiver of a Decision
You can appeal or request a waiver of a decision in this letter within 60 calendar days of the date of this
letter. Failure to meet this deadline will result in an automatic dismissal of your appeal or waiver request.

Note: The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) will not accept appeals of USAC decisions that
have not first been appealed to USAC. However, if you are seeking a waiver of E-rate program rules, you
must submit your request to the FCC and not to USAC. USAC is not able to waive the E-rate program
rules.

• To submit your appeal to USAC, visit the Appeals section in the E-rate Productivity Center (EPC)

and provide the required information. USAC will reply to your appeal submissions to confirm receipt.

Visit USAC’s website for additional information on submitting an appeal to USAC, including step-by-

step instructions.

• To request a waiver of the FCC’s rules, please submit it to the FCC in proceeding number

CC Docket No. 02-6 using the Electronic Comment Filing System (ECFS). Include your contact

information, a statement that your filing is a waiver request, identifying information, the FCC rule(s) for

which you are seeking a waiver, a full description of the relevant facts that you believe support your

waiver request and any related relief, and any supporting documentation.

For appeals to USAC or to the FCC, be sure to keep a copy of your entire appeal, including any
correspondence and documentation, and provide a copy to the affected service provider(s).

July 27, 2018 2

http://usac.org/sl/applicants/step06/form-472-filing.aspx
http://usac.org/sl/service-providers/step05/474-filing.aspx
http://usac.org/sl/service-providers/step03/473-filing.aspx
https://portal.usac.org/suite
http://usac.org/about/about/program-integrity/appeals.aspx
https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/filings


BEN Name: SAN RAMON VALLEY UNIF SCH DIST FCC Form 471: 181035231

BEN: 144183 Wave: 16

Obligation to Pay Non-Discount Portion
Applicants are required to pay the non-discount portion of the cost of the eligible products and/or services
to their service providers. Service providers are required to bill applicants for the non-discount portion
of costs for the eligible products and/or services. The FCC stated that requiring applicants to pay the
non-discounted share of costs ensures efficiency and accountability in the program. If using the BEAR
invoicing method, the applicant must pay the service provider in full (the non-discount plus discount
portion) before seeking reimbursement from USAC. If using the SPI invoicing method, the service
provider must first bill the applicant before invoicing USAC.

Notice on Rules and Funds Availability
The applicants’ receipt of funding commitments is contingent on their compliance with all statutory,
regulatory, and procedural requirements of the Schools and Libraries Program and the FCC’s rules.
Applicants who have received funding commitments continue to be subject to audits and other reviews
that USAC and/or the FCC may undertake to assure that committed funds are being used in accordance
with such requirements. USAC may be required to reduce or cancel funding commitments that were not
issued in accordance with such requirements, whether due to action or inaction of USAC, the applicant, or
the service provider. USAC, and other appropriate authorities (including but not limited to the FCC), may
pursue enforcement actions and other means of recourse to collect improperly disbursed funds.

July 27, 2018 3



BEN Name: SAN RAMON VALLEY UNIF SCH DIST FCC Form 471: 181035231

BEN: 144183 Wave: 16

Funding Commitment Decision Overview
Funding Year 2018

Application Comments for FCC Form 471: #181035231
The applicant did not submit any RAL corrections.

Funding Commitment Decision Overview

Funding Request
Number (FRN)

Service Provider Name Amount
Requested

Amount
Committed

Status

1899067688 Digital Design

Communications

$10,883.20 $0.00 Denied

1899067716 Digital Design

Communications

$4,435.20 $0.00 Denied

1899067743 Digital Design

Communications

$11,435.20 $0.00 Denied

July 27, 2018 4
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BEN: 144183 Wave: 16

FRN

1899067688

Service Type

Internal Connections

Status

Denied

Dollars Committed

Monthly Cost One-time Cost

Months of Service 12

Total Eligible Recurring Charges $0.00 Total Eligible One Time Charges $15,686.06

Total Pre-discount Charges $15,686.06

Discount Rate 40.00%

Committed Amount $0.00

Dates

Service Start Date 7/1/2018

Contract Expiration Date 9/30/2019

Contract Award Date 3/16/2018

Service Delivery Deadline 9/30/2019

Expiration Date (All Extensions)

Service Provider and Contract Information

Service Provider Digital Design

Communications

SPIN (498ID) 143026591

Contract Number

Account Number

Establishing FCC Form 470 180014601

Consultant Information

Consultant Name Scott Harken

Consultant's Employer CSM Consulting Inc.

CRN 16043564

Funding Commitment Decision Comments

DR1: Applicants are required to conduct a fair and open competitive bid process. Applicants are also prohibited

from specifying a manufacturer’s name or brand on their FCC Form 470 or in request for proposal (RFP) without

also indicating that equivalent services would be considered. During the review, it was determined that an RFP

issued specified that any bidder "must be Panduit certified" as a bid requirement and did not allow for equivalent

certifications. Therefore, this FRN is denied. <><><><><> MR1: The funding request amount was reduced from

July 27, 2018 5



BEN Name: SAN RAMON VALLEY UNIF SCH DIST FCC Form 471: 181035231

BEN: 144183 Wave: 16

$27,208.00 to $15,686.06 to remove the amount that exceeded the Category Two budget set for the following entity:

108622 LOS CERROS MIDDLE SCHOOL.
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BEN Name: SAN RAMON VALLEY UNIF SCH DIST FCC Form 471: 181035231

BEN: 144183 Wave: 16

FRN

1899067716

Service Type

Internal Connections

Status

Denied

Dollars Committed

Monthly Cost One-time Cost

Months of Service 12

Total Eligible Recurring Charges $0.00 Total Eligible One Time Charges $11,088.00

Total Pre-discount Charges $11,088.00

Discount Rate 40.00%

Committed Amount $0.00

Dates

Service Start Date 7/1/2018

Contract Expiration Date 9/30/2019

Contract Award Date 3/16/2018

Service Delivery Deadline 9/30/2019

Expiration Date (All Extensions)

Service Provider and Contract Information

Service Provider Digital Design

Communications

SPIN (498ID) 143026591

Contract Number

Account Number

Establishing FCC Form 470 180014601

Consultant Information

Consultant Name Scott Harken

Consultant's Employer CSM Consulting Inc.

CRN 16043564

Funding Commitment Decision Comments

DR1: Applicants are required to conduct a fair and open competitive bid process. Applicants are also prohibited

from specifying a manufacturer’s name or brand on their FCC Form 470 or in request for proposal (RFP) without

also indicating that equivalent services would be considered. During the review, it was determined that an RFP

issued specified that any bidder "must be Panduit certified" as a bid requirement and did not allow for equivalent

certifications. Therefore, this FRN is denied.

July 27, 2018 7



BEN Name: SAN RAMON VALLEY UNIF SCH DIST FCC Form 471: 181035231

BEN: 144183 Wave: 16

FRN

1899067743

Service Type

Internal Connections

Status

Denied

Dollars Committed

Monthly Cost One-time Cost

Months of Service 12

Total Eligible Recurring Charges $0.00 Total Eligible One Time Charges $28,588.00

Total Pre-discount Charges $28,588.00

Discount Rate 40.00%

Committed Amount $0.00

Dates

Service Start Date 7/1/2018

Contract Expiration Date 9/30/2019

Contract Award Date 3/16/2018

Service Delivery Deadline 9/30/2019

Expiration Date (All Extensions)

Service Provider and Contract Information

Service Provider Digital Design

Communications

SPIN (498ID) 143026591

Contract Number

Account Number

Establishing FCC Form 470 180014601

Consultant Information

Consultant Name Scott Harken

Consultant's Employer CSM Consulting Inc.

CRN 16043564

Funding Commitment Decision Comments

DR1: Applicants are required to conduct a fair and open competitive bid process. Applicants are also prohibited

from specifying a manufacturer’s name or brand on their FCC Form 470 or in request for proposal (RFP) without

also indicating that equivalent services would be considered. During the review, it was determined that an RFP

issued specified that any bidder "must be Panduit certified" as a bid requirement and did not allow for equivalent

certifications. Therefore, this FRN is denied.
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Empowering Education Through Technology 

 

 
 
 
 
September 21, 2018 

 

Letter of Appeal        

Schools and Libraries Division – Correspondence Unit              

30 Lanidex Plaza West 

PO Box 685 

Parsippany, NJ 07054-0685 

 

RE:  APPEAL OF FUNDING COMMITMENT DECISION LETTER FOR FUNDING YEAR 2018 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 

 

This is a letter of appeal relating to the Funding Commitment Decision Letter issued by USAC on July 27, 

2018 for the following: 

 

Appellant/Organization Name  San Ramon Valley Unified School District  

BEN      144183 

Form 471    181035231 

Funding Request Number(s)  1899067688, 1899067716, 1899067743 

 
This letter is to appeal the Decision to Deny all funding requests of FCC Form 471 181035231 per the 

Funding Commitment Decision Letter Comments: 

 

DR1: Applicants are required to conduct a fair and open competitive bid process.  Applicants 

are also prohibited from specifying a manufacturer’s name or brand on their FCC Form 470 or 

in request for proposal (RFP) without also indicating that equivalent services would be 

considered.  During the review, it was determined that an RFP issued specified that any bidder 

"must be Panduit certified" as a bid requirement and did not allow for equivalent 

certifications.  Therefore, this FRN is denied. 

 

San Ramon Valley Unified School District (“SRVUSD”) respectfully requests that USAC reverse the 

decision to deny the FRNs listed above as the reasons given for the denial were not applicable to this 

application.  The FCC Form 471 181035231 requested E-Rate funding for installation and labor services 

only for supplemental wiring at (3) locations.  There was no equipment being requested as all of the 

wiring materials were to be provided by the applicant for the awarded bidder to install.  This fact would 

make the “or equivalent” provision not applicable.  The requirement to allow equivalent certifications is 

not applicable in this scenario because the materials were to be provided by the applicant for 

installation and of a specific manufacturer’s brand name (Panduit).  This was to be a supplemental 

wiring project at the school sites that would be tying into existing Panduit connections.  Choosing a non-

Panduit solution would invalidate the warranties on the existing Panduit system and necessitate the 

replacement of the existing wiring, connections and hardware.  We request that the aforementioned 

FRNs be made available for review based upon the original funding request due to these reasons as no 

bidding violations occurred. These very valid reasons are why this application should not have been 

denied which we expressed to the SRIR reviewer as detailed below. 



 
28459 S. Chrisman Road  Tracy, CA 95304  Phone: 888.944.7798  Fax: 209.221.0250 

 www.csmcentral.com 

 

Timeline: 

Once the SRIR review was issued on April 9, 2018 we started the data collection process in order to 

respond to the questions being asked by the SRIR reviewer.  Among the documents supplied to the 

reviewer were copies of the RFP and other supporting documents. 

 

On July 12, 2018 the reviewer issued a denial notification in EPC citing competitive bidding violations.  In 

our response to the reviewer we expressed our disagreement with the decision to deny based on a 

competitive bidding violation.  The rationale we provided to the reviewer as to why the “or equivalent” 

was not applicable (labor and installation only) was legitimate and does not constitute a competitive 

bidding rule violation.   

 

We respectfully request that USAC reverse the decision to deny Form 471 181035231 and reinstate the 

FRNs 1899067688, 1899067716, 1899067743 to the amounts that were originally requested.  San 

Ramon Valley USD did not violate any of the E-rate’s competitive bidding rules.   

 

Please feel free to contact me with any further questions. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Scott Harken 

Director, E-Rate Services 

CSM, Inc. 

28459 S. Chrisman Road 

Tracy, CA  95304 

888.944.7798  Phone 

209.221.0250  FAX 

sharken@csmcentral.com  

 

Attachment: 

RFP 763 – Wiring Middle Schools 

SRVUSD Data Specifications 

SRIR Inquiry dated July 12, 2018 for Competitive Bidding 
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81�8�02��k̀ÙWbaebvaRU_b�eaRceWVWT̀b~W�cQeWVWT̀l./�0��
��6��
����<��2
6��
.��;��0/
�
f|
M
I1�20//028�1
�6
	/0������
F�27��J
�8�819�H
���
�<��28�1�
��90��819
25�
���D8���
81
758�5
C01
�0��1
O0//�@
=CL
8�
���J819
<1���
258�
����
�
�H

./�0��
��08/
K��9
.82u��E
L8���2��
�6
4��51�/�9@
02
9;82u�����D<��H1�2H

x0�2
�0@
6��
0//
�<��28�1�
8�
��G�<0�@
YYE
Y�Z[H

>1�7���
2�
�<��28�1�
78//
G�
0D08/0G/�
�1
25�
=C>	
?.	
7�G�82�
01�
25�
L8�2�8�2
7�G�82�
02
777H��D<��H1�2���02��6;H

\01�02��@
�82�
70/J�
78//
G�
5�/�
�1
�01<0�@
|�
�
|ZE
Y�Z[E
��208/�
01�
/��028�1�
6�<1�
81
��.H

45�
�8�2�8�2
8�
���J819
81�20//028�1
�1/@E
FN
��<8;��12H

>//
G8��
�<�2
G�
0��������
2�
C01
�0��1
O0//�@
=18:��
C�5��/
L8�2�8�2
.<��50�819
L�;0�2��12
|Y[�
	��7
	01@�1
��0�E
C01
�0��1E
	>
p��[|E
>44F3
�0��81�
K<�0��1E
.<��50�819
L8���2��
01�
�<�2
G�
����8D��
G@
|3��;�
�1
\0��5
ZE
Y�Z[H

458�
G8�
8�
0D08/0G/�
�1
25�
=C>	
?.	
7�G�82�
01�
02
25�
L8�2�8�2
7�G�82�
777H��D<��H1�2���02��6;H

>���1�<��
78//
G�
;��2��
01�
0D08/0G/�
�1
25�
=C>	
?.	
7�G�82�
01�
25�
L8�2�8�2
7�G�82�H

x02�
�<G�8��8�1�
78//
1�2
G�
0���;2��
��
��1�8�����H



   ¡C<��0�@ K�1��02��
L��<��12� F�7� ��/02��
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